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British Florida Historical Resources 

The British time period in East Florida occurred from 1763 to 1784. Unfortunately, there is very little 
research on this time period due to the deliberate destruction of resources by the British and loss of 
many primary sources when they evacuated during the Second Spanish time period. 
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British Timeline of Events: 

1763: The 1763 treaty of Paris is signed to tend the Seven years’ War, where Great Britain 
officially sequesters Florida from Spain in exchange for Havana, Cuba. 

1763, July 20: Captain John Hedges and four companies of Infantry take formal control and 
raise the British flag. 

1764: Governor James Grant arrives in East Florida and develops the colony. 

1765: John Bartram is appointed as “His Majesty’s Botanist for North America.” 

1768: Dr. Andrew Turnbull establishes his New Smyrna colony, and the Minorcan history in 
Florida begins. 

1774: Governor Patrick Tonyn takes control of East Florida. 

1775: American Revolution begins April 1775 with the Battle of Lexington. 

1777: Dr. Turnbull’s colony fails, and he flees back to England, leaving over one thousand 
Minorcans to seek shelter in St. Augustine; The East Florida Rangers militia is created by 
Governor Tonyn. 

1778: The Loyalists begin to leave their homes in North Carolina. 

1783: The American Revolution comes to an end September 3, 1783 when representatives of the 
United States, Great Britain, France, and Spain sign the Treaty of Paris. The signing signified 

America’s status as a free nation. Britain officially recognizes the independence of the thirteen 
colonies, and the boundaries of the new republic were agreed upon. 

1784: The British colonists officially leave Florida, and the Second Spanish time period begins. 
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Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

1. What resources does the SAHSRL possess on the British time period? 
 
St. Augustine was the capital of the British East Florida Colony and the SAHSRL holds mostly 
resources on East Florida. However, due to the loss of many documents from this time period, 

there are few primary sources available. The SAHSRL does not possess many typical resources 
such as Anglican Church records, land grants (other than what was mentioned in De Brahm’s 
report and Loyalist land claims), or populations records prior to 1783. 

 
2. What was Florida like under British rule? 

 
Florida was divided into two separate colonies during British rule by the Apalachicola River. 
Most of Florida today was the colony named “British East Florida”, while the Panhandle and 
parts of Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana were called “British West Florida”. 

 

3. What is a Loyalist? 
 
A Loyalist lived in the British colonies and remained loyal to the British government during the 
American Revolution. When the thirteen states revolted, many of the southern Loyalists fled to 
East Florida, as it was not involved in the war. Therefore, it was referred to as a “Loyalist safe 
haven”. 

 
4. Where can I find resources on the British West Florida Colony? 

 

The university of West Florida in Pensacola (which was the capital of British West Florida) hold 
most resources on the West Florida colony. Some research libraries in Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana may also hold resources since the colony stretched across those states. 

 

5. Why does the start date of this time period vary? 

Some resources cite the British time period in Florida starting in 1763, as that was then the 
Treaty of Paris was signed, officially giving Florida to the British. However, Governor James 
Grant arrived in East Florida and developed the colony in 1764, which some resources use as a 
more accurate start date of the time period. 
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Periodicals Collection: 

 
Arana, Luis R. “Bicentennial Calendar of British East Florida (in four parts)”, El Escribano  

(1976). 
Vol. 13 #1; Vol. 13 #2; Vol. 13 #3; Vol. 13 #4 

 

Arana, Luis R. “British Regiments in St. Augustine, 1763-1784”, El Escribano (1999): 114-118. 
 
Burnette, N. L. “Flight from Florida”, The Dalehouse Review, The Canadian Quarterly of  

Literature and Opinion, Vol. 36, No. 4 (Winter 1957): 384-391. 
Provides a description of the escape of many Loyalists from Florida to other British colonies 
such as the Bahamas, Quebec, and Nova Scotia. 

 
Coomes, Charles. “De Brahm’s Medals”, El Escribano (1979): 77-90. 
 
Cummins, Light T. “Luciano de Herrera and Spanish Espionage in British St. Augustine”, El  

Escribano (1979): 43-57. 
 
Cusick, James G. “John Macklin, Loyalist”, El Escribano (2004): 118-126. 
 
Cusick, James G. “Two People, Two Stories”, El Escribano (2004): 97-105. 
 
Griffin, Patricia C. “Mullet on the Beach: The Minorcans of Florida, 1768-1788”, El Escribano,  

Vol. 27 (1990). 
 
Hill, James L. “New Systems, Established Traditions: Governor James Grant’s Indian  

Diplomacy and the Evolution of British Colonial Policy, 1760-1771”, The Florida Historical 

Quarterly: 500 Years of Florida History – The Eighteenth Century, Vol. 93, No. 2 (Fall 2014): 
133-166.   

 A summary and explanation of colonial policies, laws, and Native American diplomacy. 
 
Kingston, Clara Talley. “Sarah Warner Fish”, El Escribano (1987): 63-84. 
 
Meide, Chuck. “Cast Away off the Bar: The Archaeological Investigation of the British Period  

Shipwrecks in St. Augustine”, The Florida Historical Quarterly: 500 Years of Florida History – 

The Eighteenth Century, Vol. 93, No. 3 (Winter 2015): 354-386. 
Two of the British shipwrecks that were excavated on the St. Augustine sand bar in the 1970s. 

Includes ship names, contents found, and the estimated routes that the ships took prior to the 
wreck. 

 
Panagopoulos, E. P. “The Background of the Greek Settlers in the New Smyrna Colony”, The  

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 35, No 2 (October 1956): 95-115. 
Explains Dr. Andrew Turnbull’s though process when bringing the Greeks as settlers to his New 
Smyrna colony, as well as the process behind collecting and moving the people from the 
Mediterranean to East Florida. 

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/8BEE7187-6321-4382-9640-226439919975
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/FDFA333E-CD96-4740-84B2-067921932350
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/8A8782B4-42A1-4995-AA9B-256478434230
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/5CAADBC9-F6A6-4241-8033-742632996336
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/9CE8936D-2163-4757-BF87-491304824368
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/303EA87A-9D8D-41E1-A1FA-852021564628
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/1551095C-9D38-4F44-A50E-523082321814
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/53FC9226-5311-41BA-A32D-227822937378
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/C831B386-394D-4B75-B78A-411537406710
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/C1D7D876-46E6-4396-85D1-363308320286
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/572BC6F6-8C16-4092-821D-010200124380
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/014D19F2-056C-4B61-991F-085509854014
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Rea, Robert R. “Exploring His Britannic Majesty's Imperial Gardens of East and West Florida”,  

El Escribano (1985): 79-98. 
 
Schafer, Daniel L. “Diary of Governor James Grant”, El Escribano, (1979): 69-75. 
 

Schafer, Daniel L. “Early Plantation Development in British East Florida”, El Escribano, Vol. 19  
(1982): 37-53. 

 
Schafer, Daniel L. “Governor James Grant’s Villa: A British East Florida indigo Plantation”, El  

Escribano Vol. 37 (2000). 
Gives context on Governor James Grant’s life both prior to his governorship and during, and it 
illustrates the process of indigo farming with an explanation and pictures. 

 
Schafer, Daniel L. “Mary (Port) Macklin’s Memoir”, El Escribano (2004): 106-117. 
 

Schafer, Daniel L. “St. Augustine’s British Years, 1763-1784”, El Escribano, Vol. 38 (2001). 
Comprehensive account of important events during the British time period. Includes pictures and 
descriptions. 

 
Schafer, Daniel L. “The Forlorn State of poor Billy Bartram: Locating the St. Johns River  

Plantation of William Bartram”, El Escribano, Vol. 32 (1995): 1-11. 
Description by William Bartram of a St. Johns River plantation during the British time period 
(the only one of its time), as well as the location of William Bartram’s little Florence Cove 
plantation. 

 
Schwartz, Susan. “James Grant, British East Florida, and the Impending Imperial Crisis, 1764- 

1771” The Florida Historical Quarterly: 500 Years of Florida History-The Eighteenth Century, 
Vol. 93, No 3 (Winter 2015): 327-353. 
Explanation of Governor James Grant’s role in establishing the East Florida colony. 

 
Smith, Roger. “The Failure of Great Britain’s ‘Southern Expedition’ of 1776: Revisiting 

Southern Campaigns in the Early years of the American Revolution”, The Florida Historical 

Quarterly: 500 Years of Florida History-The Eighteenth Century, Vol. 93, No 3 (Winter 2015): 
387-414. 
Political instability in the colonies prior to the revolution, as well as Governor Patrick Tonyn’s 
role in protecting East Florida as a Loyalist safe haven. 

 
Tingley, Charles. “Over the Swash and Out Again”, El Escribano (2008): 87-122. 
 
Turnbull, Andrew. “A Refutation of a late Account of New Smyrna, in which an attempt was  

made to calumniate the Character of Dr. Turnbull”, The Columbian Magazine (December 1788). 
An anonymous author’s point of view on the failure of the New Smyrna Colony and Turnbull’s 
response describing his perspective of the failure of his colony. 

 

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/859E6030-7CE3-4A49-9A98-031991111162
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/61FF0158-0D3E-4613-B54B-221323632174
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/DFF577C9-4ED0-461C-AD02-664622873000
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/D5BCFDB4-8BEC-43A1-B166-266722066890
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/5CED5156-7B6D-47E6-B6E3-515853295181
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/240ED059-0209-4A16-9BC5-817409195461
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/7C46679F-543C-4BD3-B776-825129462223
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/4FB204F1-5B30-46FD-8E93-227585212435
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Waterbury, Jean Parker. “The Treasurer’s House”, El Escribano, Vol. 31 (1994): 26-36. 

Focuses mostly on First Spanish time period, also includes Spanish to the English in 1763, Juan 
Estevan de Pena’s role in moving the Catholics out as the British took over, and some of the 
British inhabitants of the Treasurer’s house. 

 

Waterbury, Jean Parker. “John Forbes: Man of the Cloth, of His Times, and of St. Augustine”, El  

Escribano (1981): 1-32. 
 
“The Floridas in the Revolutionary Era”, The Florida Historical Quarterly Bicentennial Issue,  

Vol. 54, No. 4 (April 1976). 
A description of the Loyalists during the American Revolution, as well as an in depth  
analysis of the black slaves’ role and lives during the British time period. 

 
“Florida Sand ... Good or Bad?”, East Florida Gazette, Vol. 7, No. 1 (April 1983). 
 

“The Point ... on Woodcutter's Creek”, East Florida Gazette, Vol. 16, No. 4 (February 1997). 
 
 
Book Collection: 
 
Barrs, Burton. East Florida in the American Revolution. Jacksonville: Guild Press, 1932. 
 A concise analysis of East Florida’s role during the American Revolution. 
 
Bartram, John. Diary of a journey through the Carolinas, Georgia, and Florida from July 1,  

1765, to April 10, 1766. Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 1942. 
Part 2 contains William Bartram's Travels in Georgia and Florida, 1773-74. p. 121-242. 

 
Bartram, John and Williams Bartram. Travels on the St. Johns River. Ed. Thomas Hallock and  

Richard Franz. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2017. 
 
Bartram, William. Travels Through north and South Carolina, Georgia, East and West Florida.  

Savannah: The Beehive Press, 1973. 
Includes illustrations and descriptions of the various flora and fauna in the southeast. The  
original version utilizes many time period-specific characters which can be challenging to read. 
The SAHSRL has annotated versions for ease of use, without losing the integrity of the work. 

 

Bartram, William. Travels in Georgia and Florida, 1773-1774: A Report to Dr. John Fothergill.  
Annotated by Francis Harper. Lancaster: Lancaster Press, 1943. 
Provides an analysis of the botanicals in East Florida. 

 
Bartram, William. Botanical and zoological drawings, 1756-1788: reproduced from the  

Fothergill album in the British Museum (Natural History). Philadelphia: American Philosophical 
Society, 1968. 

 

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/868BCEFF-02E4-4EBF-AD1B-090307214536
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/4AD6FA28-BAD7-4E47-B40B-343831369409
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/6AC521D7-828E-4460-B888-134714808167
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/9A550491-4B2D-49B2-B75E-620088680400
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/C92AB517-6A9A-4A53-8093-268168005060
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/295D6C3F-2C17-4CDF-B6D0-979031770543
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/13F2F935-8EAE-48E2-A6D4-252337544210
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/0048F170-F4A2-4989-A6AF-305866184613
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/1D84D031-FFBE-49C6-A01E-092528101646
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/5EB0A3DE-8D94-4DCF-A54B-528331432910
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Beeson, Kenneth H., Jr. Fromajadas and Indigo, The Minorcan Colony in Florida. Charleston:  

The History Press, 2008. 
A history and analysis of the Minorcan population in East Florida. Two copies available, one 
with the New Smyrna Contract and a register of births in the colony. 

 

Bennet, Charles E. Southernmost Battlefields of the Revolution. Bailey’s Crossroads: Blair, Inc.,  
1970. 
Demonstrates how East Florida remained loyal to Great Britain during the American Revolution. 

 
Berkeley, Edmund and Dorothy Smith Berkeley. The Life and Travels of John Bartram from  

Lake Ontario to the River St. John. Tallahassee: The University Presses of Florida, 1982. 
Provides details on John Bartram’s early life, as well as his life after becoming “His Majesty’s 
Botanist for North America.” 

 
Cashin, Edward J. The King's Ranger: Thomas Brown And the American Revolution on The  

Southern Frontier. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1989. 
 
Carter, C. E. Observations of Superintendent John Stuart and Governor James Grant of East  

Florida on the Proposed Plan of 1764 for the Future Management of Indian Affairs. American 
Historical Review, 1915. 
Provides insight into how the governor planned to do business with the Native Americans, but 
also how some of the old laws and proclamations were written. Lists the Native American tribes 
that the East Floridian government was in correspondence with. 

 
Corse, Carita Dogget. Andrew Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony of Florida. Eustis:  

Founders Publishing Company, 1994. 

A Key resource on the Minorcan population and the New Smyrna colony in British East Florida. 
Details the history of the colony. Some information may be out of date due to the reveal of letters 
from Turnbull to his business partner which changed some of the statistics and facts cited in the 
book. 

 
Covington, James W. The British Meet the Seminole: Negotiations Between British Authorities in  

East Florida and the Indians: 1763-68. Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1961. 
Includes many first-hand reports, such as Florida’s bays and rivers, land claims, and conferences 
by important figures such as Jesse Fish and Francis Ogilivie. 

 

Darlington, William. Memorials of John Bartram and Humphry Marshall, with Notices of the  

Botanical Contemporaries. Philadelphia: Lindsay and Blakiston, 1849. 
A biography on John Bartram, including correspondence between Bartram to his contemporaries. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/0252A022-21C5-4951-B3F9-350401175815
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/670A4EEA-E10F-4B27-A29A-125165837114
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/D72C319D-F3ED-41DB-BE92-235355238264
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/D72C319D-F3ED-41DB-BE92-235355238264
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/78F7F05B-0C57-4DBC-B808-377298232833
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/E3BB538E-50B4-4BCF-9A89-181363706943
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/89DFC72C-186F-4EFD-B5A2-331574759106
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/BFADFB48-050D-456F-A284-002351688120
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/CAC0CF8A-E0BE-4F08-94A8-221238989494
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De Brahm, William Gerard. De Brahm’s Report of the General Survey in the Southern District of  

North America. Edited by Louis De Vorsey, Jr. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 
1971. 
Considered one of the most important books attributed to the British period. Includes a formal 
census of all colonists and their occupation, maps of the most important inlets in East Florida, 

and the names of rivers, streams, and some plants. 
 
Drayton, William. An Inquiry into the Present State and Administration of Affairs in the  

Province of East Florida, with Some Observations on the Case of the Late Chief Justice There. 
1778. 
A primary source, describes the morale after the Revolution and the feelings towards the 
government in the colony. 

 
Earnest, Ernest. John and William Bartram, Botanists and Explorers 1699-1777; 1739-1823.  

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1940. 

Provides information on both the lives as botanists of father and son in East Florida. 
 
Gipson, Lawrence Henry. ‘The Triumphant Empire’: The British Empire before the American  

Revolution. New York: A Knopf Inc., 1967. 
East Florida’s connection with the Bermudas (one of Great Britain’s other colonies that many 
Loyalists fled to after the American Revolution, Turnbull’s failed colony, the government, and 
the political situation at the time. 

 
Gordon, Elsbeth. Florida's colonial architectural heritage. Gainesville: University Press of  

Florida, 2002. 
 

Grant, Alastair Macpherson. General James Grant of Ballindalloch, 1720-1806, Being an  

Account of his long Services in Flanders, America and the West Indies, with original letters 

throwing sidelights on many strange and ancient Customs in the Highlands, on early days of 

road making and the Recruitment and Equipment of the first Highland Regiments. London, 1930. 
Includes original letters from Governor Grant. 

 
Legg, Robert. A Pioneer in Xanadu; Denys Rolle: 1725-97. Hampshire: The Basingstoke Press,  

1997. 
Biography about Denys Rolle, the first pioneer in British East Florida. 

 

McInnis, Martha. Bartram Heritage, A Study of the Life of William Bartram by the Bartram Trail  

Conference, Including the Report to the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, U. S. 

Department of the Interior. Montgomery: The Bartram Trail Conference, 1979. 
Includes details on William Bartram’s life, his travels in the southeast, some maps of the 
southeastern states, and a map with an approximate route of his expedition through the country. 

 
 
 

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/B7ECAB14-31E2-4FA3-93B3-704242809211
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/B7ECAB14-31E2-4FA3-93B3-704242809211
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/33990ECC-66C3-47F4-9DD1-952043109030
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/87160381-CD8B-4ED3-9A20-924837888961
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/AAB46761-8A03-4783-BA20-527488741141
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/2D2F6D17-5ADF-46CA-8CB1-964771677800
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/B89113BE-9389-446F-A405-165010253849
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/CD267705-0569-4412-B7B6-203141918670
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/E4FD658F-36C5-4A36-B76B-463367572700
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Mowat, Charles Lock. East Florida as a British Province, 1763-1784. Gainesville: University of  

Florida Press, 1964. 
Provides a detailed look into the process of creating East Florida as a colony, as well as how 
Governor James Grant developed his government upon his arrival. Gives a background on St. 
Augustine from 1565 up until British rule. 

 
Nelson, Paul David. General James Grant, Scottish Soldier and Royal Governor of East Florida.  

Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1993. 
Biography of James Grant’s life before and after the governorship. 

 
Phillips, P. Lee. Notes on the Life and Works of Bernard Romans. Deland: Florida State  

Historical Society, 1924. 
Describes Bernard Romans’ rare maps; one of the copies includes photocopies of the maps. 

 
Price, Eugenia. Maria. Philadelphia and New York: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1977. 

A fictional book that may be used to provide some background on the switch from Spanish to 
British rule in St. Augustine, as well as aspects of life during this time. 

 
Proctor, Samuel. Eighteenth-Century Florida and its Borderlands. Gainesville: 1st Bicentennial  

Symposium, 1972. 
The first symposium explains how the culture of the Northern colonies influenced East Florida’s 
culture, and it includes the internal and external problems the colony faced during its creation. 

 
Proctor, Samuel. Eighteenth-Century Florida and the Caribbean. Gainesville: 2nd Bicentennial  

Symposium, 1973. 
How East Florida interacted with the British Caribbean, such as Native American trade, slave 

status, and sugar. 
 
Proctor, Samuel. Eighteenth-Century Florida: Life on the Frontier. Gainesville: 3rd Bicentennial  

Symposium, 1974. 
The third edition of this symposium details the culture in St. Augustine, such as various races 
and religions of colonists, the one and only play performed in two hundred years, the music 
created during the Revolution, and the Loyalist movement. 

 
Proctor, Samuel. Eighteenth-Century Florida and the Revolutionary South. Gainesville: 4th  

Bicentennial Symposium, 1975. 

Topics of the East Florida Rangers, Thomas Brown, and their roles during the Revolutionary 
war. 

 
Proctor, Samuel. Eighteenth-Century Florida: The Impact of the American Revolution.  

Pensacola: 5th Bicentennial Symposium, 1976. 
Focuses on Loyalists and the culture in St. Augustine after the Revolution including: what 
women wore, the architecture, and the “British material culture”; also explains why East Florida 
decided to remain a Loyalist colony while the others revolted. 

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/FBCA09CC-1703-44FC-AE84-220748445650
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/808CB21B-7EDF-469D-9597-526513412804
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/447FABA4-FAB0-415C-92C5-831819419076
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/DC5764FE-69FF-48EB-B14F-436336593887
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/1EA4965C-6C97-4AC4-81E6-902972441643
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/058ED96A-38B2-4D25-8380-292587790698
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/737EF875-0BB1-4F49-B221-883070090316
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/263D6DB7-76BA-4D93-AE66-003438242540
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/29E968EA-4D2E-4E73-A266-417933549115
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Quinn, Jane. Minorcans in Florida: Their History and Heritage. St. Augustine: Mission Press,  

1975. 
Details of the Minorcan Revolution against Dr. Andrew Turnbull when he abandoned the colony 
and went back to England. 

 

Raab, James W. Spain, Britain and the American Revolution in Florida, 1763-1783. Jefferson:  
McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2008. 
Describes the story of the founding of St. Augustine and the lives and work of John Gordon and 
Jesse Fish; also explains what the East Florida Society was and who was involved. 

 
Rasico, Philip D. The Minorcans of Florida: Their History, Language and Culture. New Smyrna  

Beach: Luthers, 1990. 
Includes notes on Minorcan dialect, some documents from Minorca, maps of where Minorca is 
located, and pictures of the Turnbull canals in New Smyrna. The SAHSRL has copies in both 
English and Minorcan. 

 
Riley, Sandra. Homeward bound: a history of the Bahama Islands to 1850 with a definitive study  

of Abaco in the American Loyalist Plantation Period. Miami: Island Research; Albert Lowe 
Museum, 1983. 

 

Rolle, Denys. To the Right Honourable the Lords of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy  

Council, the humble petition of Denys Rolle. esq, setting forth the hardships, inconveniencies, 

and grievances, which have attended him in his attempts to make a settlement in east Florida: a 

facsimile reproduction of the 1765 edition. Introduction and index by Claude C. Sturgill. 
Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1977. 
Provides a first-hand report of the problems encountered when settling in East Florida. Includes 

maps and plans for landing.  
 
Romans, Bernard. A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida. New Orleans: Pelican  

Publishing Co., 1961. 
A primary source that includes information on the ecology of East Florida. 

 
Romans, Bernard. Map of Florida. 1774. 
 Replicas of Bernard Romans rare maps. 
 
Sammons, Sandra Wallus. John and William Bartram, Travelers in Early America. Flagler  

Beach: Ocean Publishing, 2004. 
Biography on John and William Bartram. 

 
Sanger, Marjory Bartlett. Billy Bartram and His Green World. New York: Farrar, Straus and  

Giroux, 1972. 
An interpretive biography, the author extrapolates the unknown aspects of Williams Bartram’s 
life. 

 

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/017DBEB3-EB2B-4548-A62B-678374739520
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/0D69A208-63FB-4D8A-877B-665323156600
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/81337CFB-188F-472B-ACEE-895651771172
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/6B86BD0D-2D99-4BF8-894E-235557305230
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/54AC2B2B-E7A4-4B07-A831-462467255824
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/FBAA6C14-53D3-40CC-9771-552733428501
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/FF258FBA-F9EA-42DB-845F-553206256310
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/5F1BC60C-F28F-4C4B-BD8F-255349406618
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Saunders, Gail. Bahamian Loyalists and their Slaves. London: MacMillan, 1984. 
 
Schafer, Daniel L. ‘Yellow Silk Ferret Tied Round their Wrist: African Americans in British East  

Florida, 1763-1784. 1993. 
Details the lives and treatment of African American slaves during the colonization of British East 
Florida. 

 
Schafer, Daniel L. William Bartram and the Ghost Plantations of British East Florida.  

Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2010. 
Criticizes Williams Bartram’s Travels and his romanticized account of the colony by showing 
what Dr. Schafer believed to be the true exploration of East Florida. 

 
Schopf, Johann David and Alfred J. Morrison. Travels in the Confederation (1783-1784). Philadelphia:  

W. J. Campbell, 1911.  
Collected by Lydia Austin Parrish – Records of some Southern Loyalists, on microfilm. 

 

Searcy, Martha Condray. The Georgia-Florida Contest in the American Revolution, 1776-1778.  
University: University of Alabama Press, 1985. 
A detailed survey of military actions and conditions along the southern border during the first 
three years of the American revolutionary war. 

 
Siebert, Wilbur H. East Florida as a Refuge of Southern Loyalists, 1774-1785. Worcester: The  

Society, 1928. 
A summary of the first eleven chapters of Siebert’s Loyalists in East Florida. 

 
Siebert, Wilbur Henry. Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785; The Most Important Documents  

Pertaining Thereto, Edited with an Accompanying Narrative. Boston: Gregg Press, 1972. 

Volume I details the Loyalist campaign during the American Revolution, especially the mass 
departure of Loyalists from Savannah, Charleston, and other states, and the Native Americans’ 
roles in defending British East Florida. 
Volume II provides records of some Loyalists’ land claims and losses of property, business 
records, and biographies of the owners of large properties including: William Drayton; James 
Moncrief; Augustine Prevost; William Gerard de Brahm; and Bernard Romans. 

 
Siebert, William H. The Legacy of the American Revolution to the British West indies and  

Bahamas, A Chapter out of the History of the American Loyalists. Boston: Gregg Press, 1972. 
Describes the formation of the East Florida Rangers by Loyalist fugitives from other states that 

were exiled to St. Augustine. 
 
Smith, Josiah. Josiah Smith’s diary 1780-1781. Annotated by Mabel L. Webber. Baltimore: the  

Williams and Wilkins Co., 1932. 
Includes the election of members of East Florida House of Representatives and the names of 
rebel prisoners from Charleston. 

 
Smith, Roger. The 14th Colony, George Washington’s Planned Invasions of East Florida. St.  

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/88DA4853-B7A3-4AB4-AC11-503851374840
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/3B924ABF-6F72-4EF6-A759-863044802032
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/AF8F5500-0EB8-4389-8ACC-299454173208
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/8E81D27E-E602-422D-B5F8-403720003341
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/364AC94F-1D8C-41F0-9C5A-987561744103
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/CF288ABA-7ADE-4143-A639-295241401337
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/748EA8A9-BAFD-443C-85B4-393217000950
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/8AAE0A7E-7FD0-4595-A6C1-214011461842
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/73AB7489-AF1F-4295-8D3E-344034572222
https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/library/29332EB6-0E38-4F6B-80D3-191344404917
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Augustine: Colonial Research Associates, Inc., 2011. 
Explains the opposition of the newly formed United States against East Florida, which was a 
Loyalist stronghold. 

 
 
Smith, Roger.  Hope of Freedom, Southern Blacks and the American Revolution. St. Augustine:  

Colonial Research Associates, Inc., 2015. 
Details the lives of enslaved African Americans. 

 
Stork, William. An Account of East Florida; With a Journal Kept by John Bartram, of  

Philadelphia, Botanist to His Majesty for the Floridas, upon a journey from St. Augustine up the 

River St. John’s. Fernandina: The Florida Mirror, 1881. 
Description of East Florida’s ecology in comparison to Travels or Bernard Romans’ work. 

 
Taylor, Thomas Walter. Settling a Colony over a Bottle of Claret: Richard Oswald and the  

British Settlement of Florida. Greensboro: University of North Carolina at Greensboro, 1984. 

An exploration of Richard Oswald’s large plantation. 
 
Tingley, H. E. B. Florida Under the British Flag, 1763-1783. Journal of American History,  

1917. 
General commentary of the development of East Florida as a British Colony. 

 
Torres-Reyes, Ricardo. “British Garrison of St. Augustine, 1763-1784, Castillo de San Marcos  

National Monument, Florida.” Historical Resource Study, 1972. 
Detailed study of the use of the fort during the British time period. 

 
Walker, Fowler. The case of Mr. John Gordon, with respect to the title to certain lands in East  

Florida, purchased of His Catholik Majesty's subjects by him and Mr. Jesse Fish, for themselves 

others His Britanick Majesty's subjects; in conformity to the twentieth article of the last definitive 

treaty of peace. London, 1772. 
A primary source explaining the purchase of lands during the British time period. 

 
Waselkov, Gregory A. and Kathryn E. Holland Bround. Williams Bartram on the Southeastern  

Indians. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1995. 
Includes an annotated and easier to read version of Bartram’s Travels. Also provides an account 
of Native American life. 

 

Woodland, Naaman J., Jr. The Minorcans of Florida: A Neglected Chapters of American  

Frontier History. Distinguished Faculty Lecture at Lamar University – Beaumont, October 16, 
1989. 
Overviews parts of the Minorcan expedition to Turnbull’s New Smyrna colony. 

 
Wright, J. Leitch, Jr. Florida in the American Revolution. Gainesville: University Presses of  

Florida, 1975. 
A history of Florida as a Loyalist safe haven during the American Revolution. 
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Biographical Files: 

 
SAHSRL holds a collection of biographical cards and files which include materials such as diaries, 
correspondence, records of land grants, contracts and other legal materials, schedules of sales, and 
newspaper articles.  
 
Some of the subjects include, but are not limited to: 

• William Bartram 

• William Drayton 

• Governor James Grant 

• Lieutenant Governor John Moultrie Jr. 

• Governor Patrick Tonyn 

• Dr. Andrew Turnbull 
 
 
Manuscript Collection: 
 
MC48 – The Public Record Office Collection online record can be found on our online catalog, Emily. 
Click here to link to the record. 
 
 

Microfilm Collection: 
 
Various primary documents pertaining to the British time period are preserved on microfilm, including: 
 

• Drawer 13, reel 7: East Florida papers; 140 #7 Testamentary Proceedings 

• Drawer 14, reel 8: Correspondence of Governor Patrick Tonyn, 1784-1786 

• Drawer 14, reel 19: Parish records of some Southern Loyalists 

• Drawer 14, reel 22: Papeles de Cuba; Correspondence of Luciano de Herrera during the 
Revolutionary War, etc. 

• Drawers 16 and 17: Minorcan Archives Microfilm; Birth and marriage records of Minorcans 
who came to Florida 

• Drawer 20, reel 17: Papeles de Cuba; Correspondence of Luciano de Herrera during the 
Revolutionary War, etc. (negative) 

• Drawer 20, reel 18: The Golden Book of the Minorcans, 1768-1804 (negative) 

• Drawer 20, reel 21: The Case of the Inhabitants of East Florida, St. Augustine, 1784 (negative) 
 
 

 

https://sahs.pastperfectonline.com/archive/FE7BB013-5AAE-4B56-832C-427159951353
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Vertical Files Collection: 
 

Florida: Counties: Volusia: New Smyrna 
 
Military History: Muster Rolls 

A list of officers, soldiers, bombardiers, gunners, and others in the British Military that were 
stationed in British East Florida in 1765. 

 
Military History: Newspaper clippings 
 Clippings from 1937-1986 on topics related to the British occupation in East Florida. 
 
Military History: Correspondence file 

 Correspondence between the SAHS and people who donated materials to the collection. 
 
Military History: American Revolution and Prisoners 

References to books and articles on the American Revolution, as well as lists of prisoners sent to 
St. Augustine, such as three of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

 
Military History: Miscellaneous File 

Includes various military sources, such as a list of those appointed to the council for Province of 
East Florida 1771, a letter from General Prevost on the East Florida Rangers, and a list and 
history of British Regiments in East Florida. 

 

Plantations: Bella Vista 
Includes primary sources such as correspondence, maps, and an appraisal schedule of the estate, 
as well as articles and essays written on Lieutenant Governor John Moultrie’s plantation. 

 
Plantations: Grant’s Farm 
 Includes maps, an El Escribano article, and an essay on Governor Grant’s plantation. 
 
Populations: Records of Loyalists 

Lists of Loyalists from North Carolina, the Bahamas, and refugees from Georgia. It also includes 
lists of loyalists prior to De Brahm’s report, the jobs of some Loyalists, artifacts, and records of 
land owners, including Jesse Fish’s account list. 

 
Populations: Censuses 
 The Colonial Censuses from 1783 and 1784. 
 
Minorcans 

Includes materials on their language, genealogy, baptisms, and the Church of San Pedro’s 
records. 
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Maps: St. Augustine 
 Mapping British St. Augustine – Dan Schafer 
 
Map Collection: 

 

British Period (1764-1784) maps of St. Augustine (including but not limited to): 
 

• Plan of the Town of St. Augustine by John Solis, 1764; Drawer 7, Folder 10, Map 10 

• Property ownership by James Moncrief, 1765; Drawer 7, Folder 13, Map 14 

• Anonymous map of St. Augustine and Environs, showing plantation names, circa 1784; Drawer 
8, Folder 12, Map 20 

• Sam Roworth maps: 
o A plan of the land between Fort Mose and St. Augustine in the province of East Florida, 

1760; Drawer 8, Folder 5, Map 6 
o Plan of the inlet, strait and town of St. Augustine 1763-1765; Drawer 8, Folder 6, Map 7 

• Map of the general surveys of East Florida performed from the year 1766 to 1770 / by Wm. 
Gerard de Brahm; Drawer 27, Folder 3, Map 6 

• A plan of St. Augustine town and its environs in East Florida from an actual survey made in 
1777; Drawer 7, Folder 3, Map 3 

• Plan of St. Augustine in East Florida by Joseph Purcell, 1783; Drawer 7, Folder 7, Map 7 
 
 
Research Library Digital Only Collection: 

 
DROMC1-John Moultrie file contains records of the Royal Account for East Florida 1772-1775, 
including John Moultrie’s role as Lieutenant Governor in East Florida, and how the legal system worked 
during this time period. 
 
Other Resources: 

 
British East Florida: The 14th Colony. Created by the National Park Service 
 
British Heritage Trail. Created by the Florida Division of Historical Resources 
 

Florida of the British: British Colonialism in Florida, 1763-1783. Floridahistory.org 
 
Fast Florida History #4 – British Florida. The Florida Historical Society 
 
FLORIDA HISTORY RESOURCES: British Colonial Period: Introduction. University of Florida, 
George A. Smathers Libraries 
 
Florida History Online. Created by Daniel Schafer. 

http://npshistory.com/brochures/casa/british-east-florida.pdf
https://dos.myflorida.com/historical/preservation/heritage-trails/british-heritage-trail/
http://floridahistory.org/british.htm
https://myfloridahistory.org/fast-florida-history/episode/4
https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/c.php?g=147537&p=7798301
https://www.unf.edu/floridahistoryonline/

